
British Educational Research Association

TENTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Lancaster — 31 August to 3 September '84

CALL FOR PAPERS

General Information
Chairman of the conference committee: Professor N.
Bennett.

The 1984 BERA annual conference will be held
30 August to 2 September at Lancaster University.
Proposals for papers, symposia and other presentations
will be considered for inclusion in the programme if they
are received before 30 April 1984.
Papers are presented in the formats set out in the BERA
conference guidelines. In addition other types of
sessions may be considered if members wish to suggest
different formats. Only papers that have not been
published or presented to other conferences areeligible.

Presenters of papers must supply the following with their
proposals:

a) Two copies of a summary of their papertyped double
space on 2 to 3 pages of A4 paper.

b) Two stamped, self addressed envelopes for
acknowledgement of the paper and notification of the
conference committee's decision.

c) Two 3 x Sin. index cards typed in thefollowingformat:
Name of presenting author (Last name first)
Complete mailing address including postcode
Telephone number including STD code
Title of presentation

N B Since the conference takes place at the end of
the summer vacation you should give an address
that will reach you during the period immediately
before the conference in addition to any other
address you might give.

d) Organisers of symposia are responsible for the
organisation of their sessions but should accept the
same procedures as outlined in a) to c) in
collaboration with the conference committee.
Proposals for symposia must be made to the
conference committee in the same way as set out
above but in addition the names of symposiasts and
an indication of the time requested must be supplied.

Proposals for all types of session must provide clear
specifications for any type of A VA equipment they
need. Failure to do this may result in a fa/led session.
Proposals should be made as soon as possible to the
conference director at the address given below:

Professor N. Bennett
Department of Educational Research

University of Lancaster
LA1 4YW

BERA conference
guidelines
1. General

1.1 Contributions to BERA conferences tend to fall
into five main categories:
(a) Invited addresses from outside speakers

on topics more or less of their choosing, e.g.
Lord Boyle, Professor Armytage, Chris-
topher Price on previous occasions.

(b) Presidential addresses whose form is
decided by the incoming president.

(c) Presentation of papers reporting com-
pleted work, e.g. Rutter Report.

(d) Individual papers reporting work in
progress.

(e) Symposium around a theme generally
reporting work in progress.

1.2 Conventionally presidential addresses are
normally set pieces with no questions or
discussion. Invited addresses generally allow
questions. Papers on finished work allow
questions and discussion. Individual papers
and symposia are the staple of conferences
and are intended to maximise discussion and
interaction.

2. The nature of sessions
2.1 In the case of presidential addresses and

invited speakers, sessions are conducted
along conventional lines with the outgoing
president introducing the speaker and chairing
the session.

2.2 In the case of papers reporting finished work,
chairpersons are chosen by the conference
organisers and expected to allocate time for
questions and discussion after the paper.

2.3 I n the case of papers reporting work in progress,
chairpersons are appointed by the conference
organisers and paper usually clustered in time
slots. An important objective of these sessions
is the facilitation of interaction.

2.4 Symposia are generally the responsibility of the
persons organising them. Sometimes sympo-
sia will be suggested by conference organisers,
sometimes individual members will suggest
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symposia and negotiate their inclusion in the
programme with conference organisers.

Symposia organisers generally undertake
complete responsibility for the sessions, often
decide on the amount of time to be allocated,
and usually chair the meetings.

Symposiasts speak to a common pre-
determined theme and normally address
different aspects of the theme. The audience is
also expected to play a contributory part, not just
to ask questions but to join in discussion and
appraisal of the issues raised.

3. The conduct of sessions

3.1 In the case of invited and presidential
addresses, sessions are conducted along
normal chaired-lecture lines. Chairpersons are
expected to observe the allocated time as
closely as possible.

3.2 Reports of completed work are in the nature of
conventional lectures. The chairperson has the
responsibility of arranging with the speaker(s)
the amount of time appropriate for questions
and discussion as thought desirable. The
chairperson is responsible for observing
accurate timing.

3.3 Sessions comprising clusters of individual
papers should be arranged to provide equal
amounts of time to each paper unless different
amounts are agreed with speakers beforehand.
Chairpersons must ensurethattimeallocations
are adhered to during sessions. Speakers may
be rightly enraged if the chair allows other
selfish speakers to filch their time. Within the
individual time allocations, the chairperson
should ensure that time is available for
questions and discussions. The conference
organisers should provide sufficient time in their
general arrangements for such interaction.

Sessions of this nature are the ones that have
most given rise to dissatisfaction in earlier
conferences. Chairpersons should liaise with
speakers to ensure that they do not spend all the
time reading papers that are already available
and thus preclude questions and discussion
and probably attempt to overrun. In no
circumstances should chairpersons allow
speakers to overrun their preallocated time.
Warning should be given a minute ortwo before
cut-off time and then the guillotine should be
ruthlessly applied still allowing time for
questions and discussion. Clearly amicable
pre-session liaison will help avoid unpleasant
curtailment of speakers in full flight. Speakers at
such sessions will be expected not to read
papers but to explain their work to the audience
in a brief introduction that raises the important
issues. Such an introduction should not
normally last longer than 15 minutes.

3.4 Symposia organisers should observe similar
procedures to chairpersons of clusters of
individual papers except that they should
collaborate with symposiasts beforehand to
provide unified presentation.

4. The appointment of chairpersons

The two categories of session that may be
problematic are the ones reporting finished work and
the clusters of individual papers. It is very important
that conference organisers identify chairpersons
who will exercise firm control over the sessions
especially with regard to strict time-keeping. Apart
from the need to maximise interaction, good time-
keeping enables those who wish to move from one
session to another to hear the speakers they are
particularly interested in. In addition loose time-
keeping can seriously upset administrative and
catering provisions.

Notes to contributors

1. Firstdecidewhichcategoryofcontributionyoursfalls
into.

2. If you are reporting completed work you should liaise
with conference organisers to ascertain the time
available, the chairpersons, and to indicate any
requirements you may have. If the work is published
or available in mimeo then you should not attempt to
read the paper but to introduce it and 'speakto it'. Also
discuss the session with other speakers who may be
sharing that time slot. If it is important for people to
read your paper beforehand, please liaise with the
conference organisers to make arrangements for
their distribution.

3. If you are participating in a session of individual
papers reporting work in progress do not bore your
audience by reading a paper and leaving no time for
discussion. In no circumstances should contributors
read papers that have already been circulated to the
audience who then sit and read them with you. The
Chair will be quite justified in interrupting sessions of
this nature and asking you to talk about your work.
Remember the object of these sessions is to
maximise interaction so that you can get feedback
from your audience that could be helpful to you.
Before the session the Chair will inform you how long
you have to speak. You will be informed when the end
of your time is approaching and when the time is up
you must finish. Contributors who feel that they
cannot accept these arrangements should not
submit papers.

4. If you are participating in a symposium liaise with the
symposium organiser. The session will be conduc-
ted along similar lines to the session of individual
papers but there may be special arrangements by
the organiser. But as with individual paper sessions
the aim is to maximise interaction and to provide
feedback to symposiasts.

5. It is the responsibility of contributors to deliver a 250-
word summary of their paper to the conference
organiser by 31 st March preceding the conference.
Summaries of papers should be on A4 paper, typed
with double spacing. The summary should be
headed by the name(s) of the author(s), an address
for correspondence, and the title of the paper.

6. ALL CONTRIBUTORS TO BERA CONFERENCES
ARE BY THE ACT OF SUBMITTING A PAPER
CONSIDERED TO AGREE TO THE LETTER AND
THE SPIRIT OF THE BERA CONFERENCE
GUIDELINES.

* Adopted by the executive on 2 February 1982
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