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A We are 
unlikely to win! :(



Seven aims when you have little chance 
of winning:



1. Fulfil a need for like-minded people to discuss politics
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2. Provide political education



3. Develop campaigning skills, and apply in marginals



4. Maintain local and parish council representation



5. Encourage and support young people
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Brentwood & Ongar CLP’s proposals for 
health and social care were submitted to the 
Labour Party’s National Policy Forum in early 
2017 and became part of the manifesto.

6. Apply professional and personal experience to the development 
of local and national policy



7. Offer voters the chance to support Labour



B The rise of Corbyn
● March 2014: special Labour Conference to approve rule  

changes proposed in the Collins review and report.

● The changes included replacing the electoral college system 
for selecting new leaders with a "one member, one vote" 
system. 

● Mass membership would be encouraged by allowing 
"registered supporters" to join at a low cost, as well as full 
membership. 

● Members from the trade unions would also have to explicitly 
"opt in" rather than "opt out" of paying a political levy to 
Labour.

All intended to improve the democratic process, increase 
membership and avoid undue influence by union block vote and 
multiple votes per person.

Key issue: registered supporters were able to vote in the leadership 
election.



In 2015, Brentwood & Ongar went from 
220 to 560 members. Here is when the 
rush came:

?
? ?



Many were union members affiliating:



Who were they?

In July 2017, we now have 780 members.



Wait a minute, 
don’t I recognise 
that young man?



● Despite fearmongering, very 
little effect of ‘hard left’ entryism 
can be detected in Brentwood 
and Ongar.

● Right wingers have stepped 
back, little ‘combat’ seen.

● A few left the party.



C The General Election 2017

● Called on 18 April 2017
● In the middle of County elections
● In which Labour did not do so well
● Increased exposure of Corbyn
● Decreased exposure of May!



@richardmillwood, 5 June 2017



Sources: BBC Poll Tracker 3 July 2017, Wikipedia

Intentions

28 Jun 2016 
Vote of no 
confidence 
in Corbyn

24 Sep 2016 
Corbyn

re-elected 
leader

18 Apr 2017 
May announces

election

24 Jun 2016 
* BREXIT *





What next?



• Brentwood South 
Ward

• Warley?

• Hutton x ?

• Pilgrims Hatch ?

• Shelley ?
• another General 
Election ?!!!

May 2018



A good start!



What?



Who?



How?
1. Hard work, good content and a decent, 

costed manifesto
2. Social Media

“1 in 3 Facebook users saw at least one 
Momentum video during the election period”
“In a target constituency in the north, 50% of 
local Facebook users had seen a Momentum 
video”

Cameron Ball, working for Momentum and Labour

“Labour won social media election, digital 
strategists say”

The Guardian, 9 Jun 2017

3. Failure on the part of the Conservatives
4. The collapse of UKIP



People, people, people


